KEEPING IT

RURAL

CONFERENCE

Keeping it Rural Conference 2026

JUNE 10-12, 2026 - KELOWNA, BC

"Doing More, With Less" — The Keeping it Rural Conference brings together those dedicated and
passionate about thriving rural communities for three exciting days of learning, collaboration, and
inspiration. This year's theme explores how rural communities are finding success with cross-
sector collaboration, emerging technology, and place-based design to reshape and build their
community.

/ Speakers X Workshop

Keynotes and presenters from across the Hands-on learning experiences
country

% Networking [] Panels

Connect with rural community leaders Sector-based panel presentations



Key Information

Event Details

0l

Dates

June 10-12, 2026

02

Venue

Four Points by Sheraton at YLW
5505 Airport Way, Kelowna, BC

03

Registration Opens

June 10th at 12:00 noon

04

Host

BC Rural Centre

05

Phone

1.833.RURL.911

Rural

BCRURALCENTRE.ORG

Three full days of programming,
panels, workshop, and keynote
speakers, all focused on the
future of rural communities
across Canada.



Dayl — Wednesday, June 10

FULL AFTERNOON PROGRAM

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

[ ]
Registration
| 1:00 PM - 1:05 PM
Opening Prayer / Blessing
1:05 PM - 2:05 PM
o Keynote — Chief Clarence Louie
Osoyoos Indian Band
I\ 2:05PM - 2:20 PM
Break — Hon. Brittny Anderson MLA
)| 2:20PM - 3:20 PM
Panel 1 — Housing
| 3:35PM -4:35PM
Panel 2 — Health
| 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM
Panel 3 — Community Building
| 6:15 PM - 6:30 PM

Thank You & Closing



Day 2 — Thursday, June 11

FULL DAY PROGRAM

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM

[ J
Breakfast
9:05 AM -10:05 AM

[
Renewable Energy Workshop
10:20 AM - 11:20 AM

¢ Panel 4 — Renewable Energy /
Climate Solutions
11:20 AM - 12:00 PM

® Speaker — Dr. Farhad
Moghimehfar
Tourism Innovation
12:15 PM - 1:15 PM

o

Lunch — Ont. Minister of Rural

Affairs, Lisa Thompson

3:00PM -4:30PM

Panel 6 — Innovation

4:30 PM - 5:15 PM

Panel 7 — Funding

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Keynote — Dallas Arcand
4% World Champion Hoop Dancer

6:30 PM

Thank You & Closing

Rural

BCRURALCENTRE.ORG



Day 3 — Friday, June 12

MORNING PROGRAM

9:00 AM - 9:05 AM
Opening Prayer

9:05AM -10:35 AM

o Panel 8
Wellbeing & Innovation

10:50 AM - 12:05 PM

o Panel 9
Forestry

12:05 PM -12:20 PM
Thank You & Closing

© Day 3 wraps up by noon — leaving the afternoon free for travel or exploring the beautiful
Okanagan region.



Featured Speakers — Dayl

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10

Keynote: Chief Clarence

Louie

Osoyoos Indian Band - 1.05 PM
-2:05PM

Chief Clarence Louie is a
sought-after speaker and
successful entrepreneur who
has been Chief of the Osoyoos
Indian Band for over 36 years
— one of the longest-running
chiefs in Canada, elected in
1984. He is one of six First
Nations leaders to emphasize
economic developmentin
Indigenous communities as a
means to improve people's
standard of living, and is known
for focusing on economic and
business independence to
strengthen his community.

Panel 1 — Housing:
Dawn Johnson

Founder & Managing Director,
Clear Course - 2:.20 PM - 3:20
PM

Dawn Johnson brings decades
of experience leading complex
funding and capacity building
initiatives across Indigenous
communities, government,
private enterprise, and the not-
for-profit sector. She convenes
diverse rightsholders and
navigates political and
community dynamics to move
projects forward, advising
clients on funding strategy and
project delivery in complex,
multijurisdictional

environments.

Panel 1 — Housing:
Marc Boychuk

Community Pathways - 2:.20
PM - 3:20 PM

Marc Boychuk is a community
advocate focused on rural
housing development and

sustainable community
growth. Through his work with
Community Pathways, he
supports initiatives that create
accessible housing
opportunities and strengthen
rural communities through
collaboration, innovation, and
practical solutions. Marc is
passionate about helping
communities build a strong
foundation for future growth

and prosperity.



Panel 2 — Rural Health

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 - 3:35 PM - 4:35 PM

Karen Eastland

Karen brings a uniquely diverse and
non-traditional professional
background shaped by experience
across healthcare, research, post-
secondary education, manufacturing,
and the oil and gas industry. Her career
spans practice and project
management, curriculum
development, human resources, event
planning, and interior design. Outside of
work, Karen enjoys hiking, biking,
kayaking, swimming, skiing, painting,
and gardening.

Katrina Bepple

Manager of Partnerships and
Engagement, Rural Coordination
Centre of BC. Having worked in the BC
health ecosystem since the early
2010s, Katrina is a firm believer that
relationships are foundational to the
work, and every connection is an
opportunity to build the trust needed to
advance health equity in rural, remote,
and First Nations communities across
BC.

Paul Adams

Executive Director of the BC Rural
Health Network, Paul comes from a
background in executive management
in both non-profit organizations and
industry. His past work includes
serving as Executive Director of the
largest conservation group in BC and
as an advocate and leader in the clean
renewable energy sector. He created
the Vermilion Medical Centre, a team-
based family practice in his home
community.

Tracey DelLeeuw

Project and Research Facilitator, Rural
Coordination Centre of BC. Born and
raised in rural BC, Tracey is energized
by connection, collaboration, and
innovation, supporting multiple
initiatives that help rural BC
communities and healthcare teams by
meeting them where they are and
helping them take action toward where

they want to go.



Panel 3 — Community Building

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 - 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM

Niki Lindstrom, MBA,
PMP

Saulteau First Nations - Project

Consultant, Pacific Institute for
Climate Solutions. Niki's work
centres on Indigenous
leadership and knowledge,
collaborating with First Nations
to co-develop climate
resilience frameworks that
honour local governance,
community values, and
priorities

Michelle Chan

Community Futures East
Kootenay (CFEK) Community
Economic Development
Coordinator, focusing on
housing, childcare, and social
enterprise. Also a graduate
researcher with Thompson
Rivers University through the
Innovation for Social Good

Cluster.

Guided by the principle of
Ujamaa — a Kiswahili term
reflecting collective
economics, shared prosperity,
and kinship — Michelle is
deeply passionate about rural

and holistic community wealth

building, accessibility, social
equity, and poverty

Sarah Sinclair

Executive Director, BC Rural
Centre. Sarah is passionate
about community-led rural
economic development and
dedicated to empowering rural
communities to thrive. She
focuses on sustainability and
collaboration, working to
implement strategies that
enhance the capabilities of
rural communities across
British Columbia.



Renewable Energy Workshop & Panel

4

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 - MORNING SESSIONS

Renewable Energy 101 — a hands-on workshop presented by CanREA and Relay Education.

Learn how wind and solar technologies actually work through engaging and entertaining hands-

on experiments. Build your own miniature wind turbines and solar panels, then test how they

would function in the real world.

Dr. Joel Krupa — Clean
Prosperity

Presentation: "Carrying Power
ina Good Way"

Dr. Krupa has held senior
leadership and advisory roles
in sustainability-oriented
public, private, and civil society
organizations. His work
examines financing the energy
transition, navigating systemic
climate risk, and supporting
Indigenous economic
inclusion through clean
technology. He completed
postdoctoral fellowships at
Harvard University and UBC,
with degrees from UBC, Oxford,
the London School of
Economics, and the University
of Toronto.

Kuan Jian Foo — Bia
Energy

Presentation: "How Rural BC Is
Building Its Own Energy
Future”

A Certified Energy Auditor and
co-owner of Coastbuild
Consulting, Kuan Jian has
spent 15 years working with
rural communities, First
Nations, and co-operatives
across BC on renewable
energy solutions, energy
assessments, and climate
resilience. His work spans
municipal energy
management, community-led
solar projects, and holistic

resilience planning.

Hal Wright —
Silversmith Generating
Station

Hal has managed the
Silversmith Generating Station
since 1988 — Canada's oldest
continuously operating
hydroelectric system (in
operation since 1897). Under
his leadership the plant was
modernized and became
Western Canada's first federally
certified green hydro producer
in 1999. The facility operates as
both a working utility and a
public education hub, offering
free tours and hosting students
and researchers year-round.



Keynote & Lunch Speakers — Day 2

THURSDAY, JUNE 11

11:20 AM - 12:00 PM

Dr. Farhad Moghimehfar

BC Regional Innovation Chair in Tourism
and Sustainable Rural Development
Vancouver Island University

Dr. Moghimehfar's work focuses on advancing
rural innovation through data-driven research,
tourism development, and economic
diversification strategies. He holds a PhD in
nature-based tourism from the University of
Alberta and brings extensive expertise in
research design, data analytics, and
community-based planning. His work
integrates data and emerging technologies to
support more informed and adaptive decision-

making in rural contexts.

Hon. Lisa Thompson

Minister of Rural Affairs, Government of

Ontario

Lisa was first elected as the Member of
Provincial Parliament for Huron-Bruce in
October 2011 and has been re-elected four
times. She has proudly served as Ontario's
Minister of Rural Affairs since Ju

ne 2024. Since 2018, she has also served as
Minister of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs,
Minister of Government and Consumer
Services, and Minister of Education.

Lisa was born and raised near Wingham in
Huron County and now calls Bruce County
home, living near Teeswater on a farm that
has been in her husband's family for 125
years. She is a graduate of the University of
Guelph and a past Chair of the Ontario 4-H

Foundation.




Panel S — Transforming BC's Rural
Food System

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 - 1:15 PM - 2:45 PM

Matt Henderson

Co-Creator, UNBC Food
Research Hub. Matt sees his
role in the food system as a

convenor and mediator,

bridging the gap between
decision-makers and on-the-
ground practitioners, and
championing collaboration
among groups despite
opposing ideologies. He views a
unified food system as the
missing link to enabling
provincial food sovereignty.

Kent Fawcett

Co-Executive Director,
Kamloops Food Policy Council;
creator of The Stir Food Hub. A
former food entrepreneur and
biochemistry researcher, Kent

uses a systems-based and
community-driven approach to
support food entrepreneurs,
strengthen regional food
infrastructure, and build
partnerships across BC's food
system.

Kira Selah

Director, BC Food Hub Network.
A Red Seal chef and
relationship-driven strategist
with nearly 30 years of
experience across food
systems, hospitality, and
project management. Known
for building strong
partnerships, connecting
diverse stakeholders, and

creating practical solutions that
help communities and
organizations thrive.

Dr. Shannon Turner

Executive Director, Public
Health Association of BC. With
35+ years in public health
practice, policy, health
promotion, and research,
Shannon has served as Co-
Chair of Prevention of Violence
Canada and chaired the WHO
Vaccine Safety Net (2019-
2023). She is a recognized
public-health leader and Delta
Omega Society member.

Annelise Grube-Cavers

Third-generation farmer and
owner of Fresh Valley Farms in
Spallumcheen, BC. Providing
pasture-raised, certified
organic meats and eggs
throughout the Okanagan
Valley. Director of the BC
Agriculture Council
representing Organic BC, and
nominated to sit on the
Premier's Task Force on
Agriculture and the Food
Economy in 2025.

Kevin Boon

General Manager, British
Columbia Cattlemen's
Association, representing
nearly 80% of the province's
cattle industry — approximately
600,000 head. With a ranching
legacy dating back to the early
1900s, Kevin brings deep
experience navigating the
highs and lows of the Canadian
cattle industry, including the
BSE outbreak and the 2009 oil
boom.



Panel 6 — Innovation

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 - 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Jeff Pinder
Burst Creative

Founder and CEO of Burst Creative, a
marketing agency focused on
branding, digital strategy, and
community engagement. Known for
creative storytelling and a community-
driven approach, with a strong
reputation in marketing and

communhnications.

Gordon More

Southeast Techhub (SETH)

Executive Director of SETH, co-founder
of IDS Internet Dispatch Services,
which grew from a small North
Vancouver office into a multinational
company. Recently completed MIT's
Technology and Innovation
Acceleration Program. Passionately
believes Southeast Saskatchewan has
the potential to become a key playerin
the energy technology and innovation

sector.

Jason Taylor
Selkirk Technology Access Centre

Department Head and Lead Researcher
at STAC at Selkirk College. Specializes in
digital fabrication, advanced
manufacturing, and rapid prototyping,
while championing the circular
economy and rural innovation across
the Kootenays.

Chris Stewart

IntelliMass Technologies Inc.

President and Co-Founder of
IntelliMass Technologies, an Al-
powered road intelligence platform
based in West Kelowna. The company
leverages passive sensors on existing
fleet and contractor vehicles to map
and monitor rural and unpaved roads in
real-time.

Presentation: "Digital Ground Truth —

Autonomous Road Resilience for Rural
BC"



Panel 7 — Funding

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 - AFTERNOON & EVENING

4:30 PM - 5:15 PM - PANEL 7: FUNDING

Dawn Johnson — Clear Course Anna Duff — Northern Development
With decades of experience leading complex Director of Communications, Planning and
funding and capacity building initiatives across Engagement. Passionate about supporting
Indigenous communities, government, private people and place, Anna has committed
enterprise, and the not-for-profit sector, Dawn professional and personal energy to making
advises clients on funding strategy and project meaningful contributions to her community and
delivery in complex, multijurisdictional northern BC. She is Vice-President of the BC
environments. Library Trustees Association and is serving her

seventh year on the Prince George Public Library
Board.



Panel 7 — Evening Keynote

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 - EVENING

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM - EVENING KEYNOTE

Dallas Arcand

4% World Champion Hoop Dancer

Nimihto Paskwa Mostds Napew (Dancing Buffalo Man), Dallas Arcand, is an Indigenous entertainer
from Edmonton and a registered member of Alexander First Nation. A four-time World Champion
Hoop Dancer with a 30+ year career as a singer, dancer, and traditional flutist, he has performed
internationally at the Olympics, Frankfurt Book Fair, Universal Studios, and the Calgary Stampede.
Dallas created the online "Powwow Dance Aerobics" program and released the documentary Hoop
Lifein 2018.




Panel 8 — Wellbeing & Innovation

FRIDAY, JUNE12 - 9:05 AM - 10:35 AM

Not Just One Voice

A nonprofit organization that will give voice to
patients, family members, and point-of-care
providers in British Columbia. A grassroots
initiative that looks for patterns and trends
across lived experiences to guide health
systems learning and quality improvementin
healthcare.

Desiree Thring — A patient who

became a caregiver, and a
daughter who lost both of her

parents. Founder of Not Just One

Voice.

Nikki Robbins — A mother with
lived experience, a Registered
Nurse, and co-founder and board
member of Not Just One Voice.

Annie Colwell — A Rural and
Community ED and acute care
physician with an interest in
health care advocacy and
systems change. Board of
directors, Not Just One Voice.

Dr. Dee Taylor

Incoming Foundational Executive Director of
the Jim Pattison Centre for Health Systems
Learning and Innovation, and Scientific
Director of the Rural Coordination Centre of
BC. Also Senior Research Advisor for the
Canadian Health Leadership Network and
Adjunct Professor at UBC Okanagan.

Dr. Taylor holds degrees in Athletic Therapy,
Disability & Community Studies, and a PhD in
Community Health Science. She is recognized
as a connector, thought leader, and tireless

advocate for innovation that puts people first.

Kenny Doleac — Med Response BC

Kenny's first experience in prehospital care
came flying MEDEVAC missions as a U.S.
Army Black Hawk pilot in Iraqg. He holds an
MBA from the Kellogg School of Management
and an MPA from Harvard's Kennedy School.
Today he leads Med Response BC's mission to
bring world-class prehospital and retrieval
care to rural, remote, and Indigenous
communities across BC.

Presentation: "Med Response BC — Where You
Live Should Not Determine Whether You Live.”



Panel 9 — Forestry

FRIDAY, JUNE 12 -10:50 AM - 12:05 PM

Coulter Roberts, RPF Brittany Courvoisier- Murray Wilson
Planning Supervisor, Ntityix Nicol Retired Forester
Resources LP Co-Founder and Head of T e e
Raised in West Kelowna, Product, CRWN.ai forester with over four decades
Coulter is a Registered As a leader in clean technology, of experience in wildfire
Professional Forester and Brittany will offer insights into suppression and forest
Planning Forester with Ntityix how real-time data and management. With a lifelong
Resources LP — the Westbank innovative solutions can connection to BC's forests, he
First Nation owned company enhance the resilience and is passionate about reducing
responsible for managing the efficiency of the province's wildfire risks through active,
Westbank First Nation existing power grid and responsible stewardship and
Community Forest and a First support the integration of new building resilience for future
Nations Woodland Licence. He renewable energy sources. generations.

focuses on forest stewardship,
planning, and wildlife
management, and serves on
the Board of Directors for the
BC Community Forest
Association.



Venue, Logistics & Thank You

) 7 veree Thank You!

Four Points by Sheraton at Kelowna
Airport
We couldn't do this without our sponsors

5505 Airport Way, Kelowna, BC
and all of you — registered ticket holders,

. speakers, and presenters.
é{tal & Parking & Transport

Parking at the hotel is $10 per day — check Your passion for rural communities

with the front desk for event discounts. makes this conference possible.
Shuttles are available to and from the airport. Together, we are doing more, with

less.

k{)”) Meals & Dietary Needs

The BC Rural Centre Board & Staff
All registered attendees receive a light

breakfast, lunch, and refreshment breaks
daily. Plenty of dinner options are nearby. A special thank you to all our generous

Please indicate dietary restrictions to Sarah

sponsors for making the Keeping it Rural

as soon as possible. Conference 2026 a reality.

(QP On-Site Support
I

The BC Rural Centre Board and Staff are here
to assist you. Call or text Sarah at 250-551-

5845 or find a board member on-site.

The BC Rural Centre Board and Advisory Committee

Brad Sperling

—Peace River

Scott Kershaw

—Barriere

Spencer Coyne

—Princeton

Everett Baker

—Grand Forks

Francine Carlin

—Saltspring Island

Grace McGregor

—Christina Lake
Darryl Krakowka
—Tumbler Ridge

Bert Mercer

~Gitlaxt'aamiks

Brian Simpson

—Castlegar

Rhona Martin

—Malakwa

Kukpi7 Judy Wilson

—Neskonlith

Leonard Hiebert
—-Peace River

Jay Simpson
—North Shuswap

Lennard Joe

—Shackan

Nicole Vaugeois

—Nanaimo



Thank You to our Amazing Sponsors
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BC RURAL CENTRE

Get in Touch

For more information or to explore how we can work together, reach out to the BC Rural Centre.

tl= Website @ Email @ Connect

bcruralcentre.org info[@bcruralcentre.org Collaborate with us and

learn more about rural
community
developmentin BC.

KEEPING IT

RURAL

CONFERENCE




