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From: “'Nothing lasts forever': small towns in B.C. concerned this spate of mill closures won't be last”          

 CBC News online story: Justin McElroy· Posted: Jun 15, 2019 5:00 AM PT 
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Between 1991 and 2016 a 49% decline in employment while only a 6% decline in 

timber harvest volume 
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From: “'Nothing lasts forever': small towns in B.C. concerned this spate of mill closures won't be last”          

 CBC News online story: Justin McElroy· Posted: Jun 15, 2019 5:00 AM PT 
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Steady Decline in the Total Number of 

Sawmills in the Province 
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Losing Forest Sector Jobs in Every Region 

of the Province 
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From: “Generating More Value from Our Forests: A Vision and Action Plan for Further 

Manufacturing”  Province of BC  March 2009 

Canada (& BC) Receives some of the 

Lowest Returns from our Forest Sector 
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BC Also Lags other Canadian Provinces in 

Forest Sector Job Creation…… 
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And We Continue to Lose Value-Added 

Market Share… 
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This Despite the Fact that the Value-Added 

Sector Creates Significantly More Value & Jobs 

BC’s Log Home & Timber Frame Sector creates over 

1,800 jobs & $114 Million in sales 
 

Create 1 FTE job/110 m3 compared to 1 FTE/2,000 

m3 in dimension lumber 

….AND rural  TV stars…… 
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How Can We Create Greater Value from BC’s 

Public Forests and Increase Local Rural 

Community Benefit ? 
 

“Our goal is to collaborate with industry and key stakeholders to confront long 

standing challenges and facilitate a forest sector transformation that generates 

jobs and prosperity – a transformation based on extracting maximum value, 

rather than maximum volume.” 
 

Premier John Horgan, April 1, 2019 

 

1.) Increase the number of jobs and total public 

 benefit received from each cubic metre of 

 timber harvested. 
 

2.) Increase the amount of timber volume that is 

 controlled locally – increased First Nations 

 Licences, Community Forests & Woodlots. 
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1.) Increasing Value-Added Wood Production 

from  BC’s Forests 
 

 

 
Lots of Reports and Recommendations….Need 

Strong Provincial Government Leadership 
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2.) Increase the Amount of Timber Controlled 

 Locally 
 

Community Forests are a Critical and Valuable Tool 

for Rural Community Development 
 

As of 2019: 59 Community Forest Licenses issued, 

another 4 in application 

 

Almost 50% of CFs are First Nations owned or 

jointly controlled by First Nations and local non-

indigenous rural community 

 

84% of CFs operate in Communities with less than 

6,000 population 
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Quantifying the Contributions of Community 

Forests 
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Community Forests – Rural Community 

Benefits 
 

 Significant local economic activity and benefits (Over $70 

Million in expenditures in 2018 alone – over $560 Million since 

2003) 
 

 Critical local employment opportunities (more jobs/m3 

harvested than the traditional forest sector) 
 

 Important source of timber for smaller local mills and value-

added operators 
 

 Provide direct resource dividends back to rural communities 

(over $58 Million since 2003) – increases community’s ability to 

leverage other funding. 
 

 Provide other significant community benefits (drinking 

watershed protection, wildfire protection, recreational access, 

etc.) 
 

 Increasingly involved in facilitating other rural 

community development initiatives  



16 

Many CFs are in communities with significant forest 

sector job losses and sawmill closures… 
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  Many Successful Community Forests    

 throughout BC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westbank First Nations Community Forest 

Vanderhoof 

Community Forest 
Khowutzun 

Community 

Forest 

Cortes Island 

Community 

Forest 
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Harrop-Procter Community Co-operative 

 

 

 

 

 One of the smallest Community Forests tenures in the 

province. 
 

 Harrop-Procter Forest Products sawmill – utilizes about 20% 

of the CF harvest 
 

 Cuts timbers, trim, siding, flooring, decking and panelling.  
 

 Creates 6 to 7 jobs per 1,000 m3 
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Lower North Thompson Community Forest 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 Lost Tolko sawmill in 2003 wildfire 
 

 LNTCFS sponsors annual job creation & training projects 
 

 LNTCFS purchased land in Barriere Industrial Park in 2017 
 

 LNTCFS has invested over $799,000 in land development, 

three phase power, construction of a mill building and a 30 

foot modular Kiln  
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Valemount Community Forest 
 

    The VCF has a commitment to manage a healthy, sustainable forest     

        with a focus on local employment, education, partnerships and  

     multiuse planning.  We support and promote small and value-added  

        manufacturing to increase economic stability and industrial diversity.   

 

 In 2014, VCF led the purchase of the closed millsite to create 

the Valemount Industrial Park 
 

 Operate a log sort yard and have 8 other renters in the park 

(including a Cedar mill and furniture maker)  
 

 In 2016, VCF led the purchase of a Forest License from Carrier 

Lumber and now has a combined AAC of 70,000 m3 
 

 Also purchased and operate a Woodlot license 
 

 

 

 

 


